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 Easter in August.  Why not, right?  I mean this year has been anything but normal.  I 

remember thinking back in March that once a few months past and we came out of the severity 

of the virus, we would have our official in-person Easter Resurrection celebration in worship.  

However, the more time went on, the more I realized that would not happen for us this year.  

This year is one that we will talk about for many years to come.  “I remember the pandemic of 

2020” is what we will tell our grandchildren and great-grandchildren.   

2020 has been about Coronavirus and new terms like “social distancing.”  Then, we heard 

about the threat of murder hornets (who names these things?!) a few months later.  What was it 

after that?  The Saharan dust plume – a scene right out of the movies.  Add to that the differing 

passionate opinions of how to handle the pandemic, the racial unrest across the country, and the 

worst division of our nation that I have ever witnessed.  This summer saw the return of the 

spotted lanternfly, which I have killed several around the church property.  And just two weeks 

ago, Tropical Storm Isaias, which wreaked havoc on our area and caused many of us to be 

without power for days, even a week.   

So, my thinking in doing Easter today was, we celebrated Christmas last month in July.  

So, we should give equal time to Easter.  It makes sense because Christmas is only the beginning 

of the story, although the prophecy of the Messiah brings us back to the times of the Old 

Testament.  Without Easter, there is no Christmas – and vice versa.  So, in this time of late 

summer, we are going to think about and talk about the Easter story.  In these days of continued 

uncertainty, we need to be reminded again of the hope of Easter.  Of what the cross and the 

empty tomb mean for us as believers – as people of faith – as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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The Easter story for today comes from the Gospel of Mark, which is believed to have 

been the first Gospel account written.  “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the 

mother of James, and Salome brought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  Very 

early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they 

asked each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’  But when they 

looked up, they saw the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.”  Jesus’ death is still 

a fresh wound for the women, but they want to honor Him by anointing Jesus’ body with spices.  

As they are wondering how they will enter the tomb because the entrance is blocked by a huge 

stone, they come to discover that the stone has been moved away from the tomb. 

They enter the tomb and see a young man dressed in a white robe who tells them that 

Jesus has been raised from the dead.  He is no longer there.  The young man invites the three 

women to come and see.  Then, the women are told to go and tell the disciples that Jesus is alive 

and they will see Him in Galilee.  “Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled 

from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.” 

As if they had not been through enough.  They were grieving deeply – they were trying to 

process through that grief and sadness by serving Jesus in this expression of anointing.  I would 

imagine that they thought they had lost everything.  They ran from the tomb, afraid, bewildered, 

trembling.  Yet in that moment, they needed the Good News that the young man in white told 

them.  They needed to be shaken from their grief and despair with the hope that Jesus had 

promised them.    

Many of us today are bewildered.  Many are confused – and angry – and not trusting of 

anything we hear or read.  We are afraid of what the future holds.  We are fearful about school 

reopening, and the long-term effects of the pandemic and quarantine on the mental health of our 
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country.  The stock market has rebounded, but there are bigger economic concerns with 

businesses being shut down for so long.  And while our church has been so blessed to have 

continued to worship and do ministry together – and stay healthy financially – during these last 

five months, many churches are really struggling and wondering how they will stay open.  This 

pandemic has affected us emotionally.  I read an article this week about pastors and boards that 

have been threatened and harassed for their decisions to remain closed or to reopen. 

Easter in August, then, for us, is a chance to satisfy our deep need for some good news 

despite all that we see around us.  It is a reminder once again that God is bigger than all of us, for 

it is our God who defeated sin and death through the cross of Jesus Christ.  No matter what we 

may face, no matter what trials or difficulties we may experience, no matter how afraid we are 

about what is going on in our country, God is bigger than that.  God gave us the ultimate hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and so, we need not fear.  We need not tremble.  We 

need not be bewildered.  God has this.  That is what I am hanging onto in these times.  That is 

what helps me to sleep at night.  The Good News of Jesus Christ remains good news for us, some 

2,000 years later. 

For that Good News identifies us not only as children of God, but also as an Easter 

people.  In the Acts passage, which we read to prepare us for worship, Peter tells the crowd in 

verse 39, “We are witnesses of everything he did.”  The women who encountered the man in 

white, Peter and the rest of the disciples all were witnesses of the resurrection of Christ.  They 

were the first Easter people, and as we bear witness to our faith in Christ as our Savior, then we 

continue to claim ourselves as Easter people.   

We continue to live in the hope of Easter.  God defeated sin and death once and for all on 

that first Eater morning by raising Jesus from the dead.  There are no limits to what He can do!  
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God can wipe out the virus once and for all and return us to a sense of normalcy.  God can heal 

our nation – He is probably the one Only at this point to be able to do that.  God can bring us 

together – by race, by ethnicity, by viewpoint, by theology, by political party.  God can stop the 

storm – the storms that rage in the ocean and the ones that rage in our lives.  He is God – He is 

all-powerful and He can do it.  Knowing that, we should live Easter every single day.  To awake 

each morning affirming the new beginning and new chance because of Jesus Christ. 

As we go about our days, we must keep in mind the words of Peter, “He commanded us 

to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God has appointed as judge of the 

living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  As Easter folks, we are called to preach – to 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  To share the hope and the unconditional love and grace of 

our Lord – because that is what God has shared with us. 

Paul wrote in the first Scripture reading to the Corinthian Church, “For what I received I 

passed onto you as of first importance…”  What Paul received in his former life as a persecutor 

and killer of followers of Christ was the grace of God through Christ.  And it changed him – to 

the point of sharing the Good News of hope with Jews and Gentiles alike.  We need to share our 

faith – we need to tell others why God matters to us.  When we share our faith, we are sharing 

that hope – and hope is what our world needs now. 

Easter in August?  No – Easter every single day.  Let us live in the light of Easter and 

shar Christ’s love and message of hope consistently and frequently.  Let us pray… 

Eternal God, we thank You for the resurrection and that it is not an event we observe or celebrate 

one day out of the year.  We are a resurrection, Easter people who live in the truth that Christ 

overcame death and rose so that we might have new life in You.  Help us to celebrate that all 

year long.  And let us be witnesses and sharers of the Good News of Jesus Christ, this day and 

always, Amen. 

 


