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Christ the King 

Texts: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Ephesians 1:15-23 

Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church – November 22, 2020 

Rev. Michael F. Atzert 

 

This morning is the last Sunday of the Christian liturgical calendar, for next Sunday – the 

first Sunday of Advent – starts the year anew for us.  So, today is our New Year’s Eve, if you 

will.  It is a time for us to look back at the year that was and look ahead as we begin to prepare 

for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, at Christmas.  To commemorate this end of the year, the 

day has been designated as Christ the King Sunday.  It is a day to think about how Christ rules 

and reigns over this crazy and chaotic world in which we live.  And it also begs the question of 

us – how has Christ ruled in your life over the past year?  And how can you commit to letting 

Christ rule in your life in the coming year? 

For now, let us look back.  All the way back to Advent a year ago.  When we met in the 

building together.  When we gathered to decorate the sanctuary and the tree.  We were so blessed 

to have the Potluck luncheon and craft making in early December.  There was the traditional 

Candlelight Christmas Eve services, which were both well attended.  We sent out postcards 

inviting our friends, neighbors, and others to join us for that service.  More than a few did 

respond to those invitations.  I think about how special Advent is – how great it was to be 

together to celebrate Jesus Christ, the newborn King.  I do not think we will ever take that for 

granted, given what we have been through over the past eight months.  Christ is King. 

As 2020 opened, you were challenged to pick a word which would remind you, jolt you, 

refocus you on your faith.  I told someone this week that my word went from light to flexible, for 

we had no idea what would be in store for us as we looked at the year ahead last January.  When 

our annual meeting took place at the end of January, we celebrated once again God’s faithfulness 

to us as a church family.  We had no idea how much more we would need God’s faithfulness as 
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the spring wore on.  During Lent, we looked forward to our midweek Lent services with the 

other River Churches as well as a combined choir cantata and potluck supper for Palm Sunday.  

Everything changed on Friday, March 13 when we were told that things should shut down 

because of coronavirus.  Everything stopped.  We were left scrambling to find toilet paper, paper 

towels, cleaning supplies and hand sanitizer.  

Even as everything stopped, at the same time, it did not.  We were introduced (quickly!) 

to a platform called Zoom, and we only missed one Sunday of worshiping together.  Zoom 

became our go-to for worship, meetings, and fellowship events.  Ministry continued as we filled  

Easter food baskets and bags of food and supplies for the Lambertville Food Pantry.  Our Holy 

Week was filled with worship and reflection until we gathered on Sunday to boldly proclaim “He 

is Risen…indeed!”  We have been blessed to continue to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper each week, reminding ourselves again of how far the table of our Lord spreads.  Christ is 

King, defeating death and restoring us to a right relationship with God the Father. 

Pentecost came weeks later, and we read about the Holy Spirit coming among the people.  

The Spirit has definitely been in our midst, and God has continued to provide for our church 

family.  We have carried on what we are known for – caring for one another even at a distance.  

It was easy to see God in our midst, working and moving as we experienced our share of ups and 

downs with this pandemic.  God was in control, and Christ was on the throne.  Did you 

experience Him?  Can you see how He was with you, walking with you – maybe even carrying 

you through these times? 

Through the summer and fall – in ordinary time – we continued with worship through 

Zoom and added some fellowship events, like our KMPC Bingo Bash!  The Deacons have been 

busy collecting food items for the 20 Thanksgiving food baskets, and we have even expanded 
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our food ministry to include a small outdoor food pantry called the “Blessing Box.”  We know 

that the needs are even greater this year and will continue to be.  The food ministry could not be 

as successful without the help from the Amwell Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary and Athletes in 

Action.  Kirkpatrick remains the go-to for food ministry in the village and surrounding. 

As I reflect on the last year, I see how God has richly provided for us, how we have been 

fortunate enough to do ministry despite the pandemic and everything else going on in our world.  

Even with this second wave and the numbers going up, we are reaching out with the love of 

Jesus Christ to our community, we are caring for one another, we are rejoicing and weeping with 

one another and experiencing God’s love. 

All that to say – Christ is King.  Christ is in charge and on the throne.  Our church can 

boldly affirm that.  Does He control your life?  Is Jesus whom you look to for guidance, strength, 

and support?  As you reflect on the year and as we prepare for a new year starting with Advent 

next week, I encourage you to commit to the King more in the year to come – through your 

words, your actions and your service.  To God be the glory, let us pray… 

God our Provider and Strength, we give You that for being with us over this past year as we have 

faced joys and sorrows, accomplishments and challenges.  We thank You for Your Son, Jesus 

Christ – our Savior and King – and that no matter what, He still reigns.  You are still in control.  

Help us to commit ourselves to You and Your work more in the coming year.  In Christ the 

King’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


