
1 
 
KMPC _Sept 5, 2021 What Obedience Accomplishes. 

Growing up hearing the word obedience made the hairs in the back of my neck stand up, because I knew 

that if I did not do things perfectly in other words” obey what I was told”, I would have some sort of 

punishment. Even though obedience is a positive thing I looked at it as something negative because there was 

always some sort of performance or perfectionism and punishment attached it.  

In fact, studies show that people are obedient for one of three reasons, one, they don’t want to get 

punishment, two they believe that the one giving the command they are to be obey are in a position of 

authority over them and three, or they do not want to be rejected.  

But if you look at these three reasons objectively you will see that all three have to do with some sort of 

fear. Punishment implies a fear of being hurt, someone in authority over you implies a fear that they can control 

your outcome in a way that is not favorable and rejection is fear of not being accepted. These three things are 

very real and if we are honest with ourselves chances are at one point in our lives we were obedient because we 

were fearful of the consequence we would have if we weren’t. 

These three reasons to obey are very real and even necessary at times. If you are in the military you 

need to obey your commanding officer in order to achieve the goal necessary with the least amount of 

casualties. Scriptures tell us we are to submit to those in authority over us, even if we do not like them we are to 

honor the position God has given them, we are to pray for them and yes learn to love them even if we do not 

agree with what they believe in because we are to love the person not the sin. Sometimes they are just being 

used by the enemy, Ephesians tells us we do not fight against flesh and blood, but that is when they need our 

love the most, remember it is the goodness of God that brings us to repentance. 

But today I want to speak to you about obedience from a slightly different perspective. Today let’s look 

at obedience as a way that leads to transformation, which in turn will lead into a deeper relationship with Christ 

because our end “goal” if you will is to be as much like Jesus as possible through the Holy Spirit while we live on 

this earth.  

(SLIDE) Luke Chp 5:1-11 “Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and 

listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two boats lying at the 

edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 And He got into 

one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little distance from the land. And He sat 

down and continued teaching the crowds from the boat. 4 Now when He had finished speaking, He said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon responded and said, 

“Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets.” 6 And 
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when they had done this, they caught a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to tear; 7 so they signaled 

to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, to the 

point that they were sinking. 8 But when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the 

catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and likewise also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 

When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 

Keeping in mind our reading of Luke chapter 5, to be transformed means that we need to die to 

ourselves daily, in every capacity. And sometimes dying to ourselves means we will do what doesn’t make sense 

to us, simply out of obedience. 

Let’s go back to the scripture we just read. (Slide)“Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing 

around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two 

boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets.” 

 Imagine if you will the scene. Professional fishermen who were out all night. We know it is the end of 

their work time because they were cleaning their nets. (SLIDE) They had to take off all of the seaweed, all the 

garbage, all the stuff that wasn’t fish. This seems like it could be a bit of a lengthy process.   

Jesus tells Simon Peter to do something that must have seemed completely ridiculous. Go back to the 

deep water and let down your nets. I can imagine Simon Peter was tired and perhaps even a bit grumpy after all 

Jesus interrupted him while he was cleaning his nets, maybe he wanted to go home and eat and sleep but now 

he is back out on the boat being asked to do something that goes against all his experience and having to use 

the nets he just cleaned. 

At that moment Simon Peter chose to die to himself and be obedient, he replied, ““Master, we worked 

hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets.” In other words, this doesn’t 

make sense, but I am going to put my pride, my experience to the side and chose to listen even though it 

makes no sense. Why? Because he was face to face with God. Remember Scripture tells us if you have seen 

Jesus, you have seen the Father. He was face to face with love. When you encounter perfect love, all fear leaves 

and dare I even say our human common sense because we are being led by the one who knows best. And so, 

Peter obeyed and he caught what may have been the biggest catch of his life. They filled their boats up to the 

point that they were sinking. 

Let me suggest to you that his obedience allowed for the miracle, because if Simon Peter would have 

said, “No thanks, I’m going home” he would not have caught the fish. Obedience allows us to see an aspect of 
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God’s goodness and majesty that we may miss out on if we are not obedient to God. Look at Noah, he had to 

build an arc, out of obedience, he built it. It had never rained before perhaps, building the arc went against 

Noah’s experience but he listened because He knew God new better. Noah and His family got to experience the 

goodness of God unlike every other family that could not enter the ark because they did not obey the word of 

God. 

Obedience brings blessings that affect you and those around you. In verse seven we see that not only 

Simon Peter’s boat was filled with fish but also his partners boat was also filled. 

We see something similar in John chapter two during the wedding in Canna. (Slide) Jn. 2:7-11“Jesus said 

to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now 

draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted 

the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the 

water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 

wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples 

believed in him.” In this verse the servants obeyed Jesus and filled the Jars and carried them over to the master. 

Remember this was Jesus’ first miracle, these servants may have through that Jesus was off his rocker, yet they 

obeyed and the whole wedding party benefited. 

I want you to notice two things that happen when we obey, one, God gets glorified, the scripture says, 

Jesus’s manifested his glory and the disciples believed in him.  The second, we humble ourselves before the Lord 

because we are convicted of our own sins. Yes, we are saints, but we still sin and that sin needs to be confessed 

the second the Holy Spirit makes us aware of it.  I don’t think there is one person in this room who can say they 

have not said a lie since they were saved.  And we know that lying is a sin according to the 10 commandments. 

In Luke 5:8 we read,” But when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man. God’s goodness reveals sin in our lives that we have come into agreement 

with not to condemn us, but so that we can leave it the cross, and allow Him to take control of that area in our 

lives. 

We see that in these passages obedience is comprised of three things, it’s done right away, it’s done all 

the away, and its done with a good attitude. Simon Peter did not hesitate to take Jesus out on the boat, he did it 

right away. When Jesus told him to go deep and put out his nets, Simon went all the way out not just a few feet 

thinking, you know what this guy is doesn’t know what he is talking about and just moved the boat a few feet 

out to keep him quiet and make himself look good, no he went all the way out, and he did it with the right 

attitude because it was done with a heart of submission…”but I will do as you say and let my nets down.”  
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When we are truly obedient, when we do what He tells us all the way, right away and with a happy heart, God in 

His kindness and mercy gives us a glimpse of what is possible, what His plan is for us.  

If we are faithful in little things we will be trusted with bigger things. Matt.25:23 puts it this way, “His 

lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you 

ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’” In verse Luke 5:10 Jesus gives them a glimpse of what 

He has planned for them, “And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear; from now on you will be catching people.” 

With the demonstration of God’s power and knowing that their obedience has brought them into a 

closer relationship with Christ they had no fear for they knew God was with them.  

Obedience involves a level of trust. The trust comes in knowing that God is good and is for you and not 

against you. Verse 11 states, “When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed 

Him.” 

Now you may be thinking, that’s nice, I would obey to if Jesus was in front of me. Would you really? The 

pharisees were face to face with Jesus and did not believe Him and definitely didn’t obey Him. 

Obedience cannot be prideful, after all the Pharisees were obedient to the man made Jewish laws over 

600 of them, but they wanted to arrest the Messiah. Obedience can be prideful when it is only done when 

people are watching and not out of love. Luke 11:39 states, “Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you 

Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.” 

So, we know that obedience can lead us to do something that would normally go against our common 

sense. But who here has experienced that Obedience can be painful, emotionally painful that is? 

Obedience calls us to forgive those who have hurt us, to love those who have offended us and to pray 

for those who oppress us. That’s easy enough to say to someone but when you are the one who has to walk it 

out, it can be painful.  

And it is painful because we have to acknowledge that the person we have loved has not loved us back 

the way we loved them or the way we expected them to. Emotional pain is a real thing and it can be devastating 

to the person who does not understand why obedience is a blessing. 

So far, I’ve told you obedience can be illogical and painful so why even do it. Well, glad you asked…lol 

The answer is because of the God we serve. We do not serve a god who continuously wants sacrifices to 

be appeased, instead we serve a God who sacrificed for us. No other god in any other religion has ever sacrificed 

for another. We serve the one true God, the maker of the universe all things seen and unseen, we serve a God 

who is Love. 
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God is Omniscient, He knows everything. Nothing takes him by surprise. (Slide) Ps. 147:5 Great is our 

Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite. I remember praying once about a situation well 

maybe it was more like complaining, actually saying to God, “Don’t you see how this person has hurt me?” Of 

course, God knew I was hurt but what is God’s promise? My love is sufficient for you. There is always a promise 

to help you through the pain.  

We can fully obey God because He is aware of every situation, every tear that has been shed and every 

wound that has ripped our hearts and every wrong that has been done to us. God gives us this promise in Psalm 

37, (Slide)Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the 

Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn your vindication 

like the noonday sun. God sees everything and has your back. All we are to do is obey God by forgiving and 

loving others and trusting Him. That is obedience to His Word. 

We can fully obey God because God is Omnipotent. God is all powerful. God has a plan and a destiny for 

us and the only thing that can get in the way of that is our disobedience. No weapon formed against us will 

prosper. Look at what Matthew states, (Slide)“And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible.” You know what that means, that we can choose to obey God 

and love the person who purposely comes after us and slanders our character. It means that we can choose to 

obey God and live out of Joy and righteousness because there is no situation that we can come across in this life 

that can derail us from receiving the goodness of God. Nothing on this earth is permanent, not even death when 

God is involved. 

Another reason why we can be completely obedient to God is because He is omnipresent, He is 

everywhere all the time. Isaiah put it like this (Slide) “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you.”   

Wherever you are if you are saved, God is with you. He is in you as the Holy Spirit, and for you. At 

salvation the Holy Spirit indwells us. There is no where you can go where he won’t be, no circumstance that can 

arise that He won’t be in if you are in it so is He. Therefore, if God is for you who can be against you? Knowing 

this gives us the freedom to obey God to the fullest, knowing we never enter into anything alone.  

And I would like to end with another reason why we can fully obey God that is because God is love. All 

that God is and all that God does is good, perfect and done in love. Therefore, a key to walking in obedience is to 

not be offended at God. 
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In other words, we cannot do something of our own will purposely sinning, have to deal with a 

consequence of that sin and then blame God for it. Actions have consequences. Although we may be able to pick 

our sin rarely can we foresee the consequences and never can we choose it. 

 Disobedience comes from pride and fear. The moment the enemy can convince us that we know better 

than God we immediately forget his goodness and his nature and disobey His Word. 

We can be obedient to God because Jesus was obedient first, he was obedient unto death. We have the 

easy part, we just need to trust that God is as good as His word says He is.  

Father, I pray, may we be people that are quick to obey, knowing that you are a good, good Father who 

has equipped us for everything we will encounter and I pray that we would walk our days in this earth in faith 

and not fear. I pray these things in Jesus name. Amen. 


