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Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church Ringoes, New Jersey 
From the Pastor: 
 
Unfinished Business.... 

It helps now and then, 
to step back and take the long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent 
enterprise that is God's work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the 
kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that can be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection, 
No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the church’s mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
This is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold future Promise. 
 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing 
that. 
This enables us to do something and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, a step along the way, an opportunity for the 
Lord's grace to enter in and to do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the 
master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 
- Archbishop Oscar  Romero, El Salvador   
 
These words of Oscar Romero's are about the best job description for 
an interim pastor that I could imagine! I have come to be with you for 
a little while, not forever, not even indefinitely but for a time when this 
church is called to become "prophets of a future not our own." My role 
is to lead, guide and support you as you examine your foundations, 
water some latent seeds, plant a few new ones, and discover the yeast 
of God's Spirit working amongst you.  

Continued… 

The Olive Branch is published monthly by the Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church, Ringoes NJ.  Deadline for article submission is the 
15th of the month prior to publication. Submit articles to Chris Kosmac by email to admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org, or in person. For 

information, call the church office at 908-782-1177. 

May Events 
3 6:30pm Deacons Mtg 
5    National Day of Prayer 
8 Mother’s Day 
10  6:30pm Boy Scout Cmte Mtg 
15 Olive Branch Deadline 
      10:30am Storytelling Event* 
17 7:00pm Session Meeting 
21  Armed Forces Day 
26  Ascension of the Lord 
28 11:00am Grocery Giveaway 
30 Memorial Day 
 

Weekly 
Sun 9:30am Worship  
Mon 6:30pm Boy Scouts 
Tue  8:00pm AA 
Wed 7:30am Men’s Bible Study 
 6:30pm Bell Rehearsal 
Thu 9:30am Ladies Bible Study 
 8:00pm AA 
Sat 4:00pm AA 
 
View our calendar on our website 

Sunday Worship Services – We 
gather every Sunday at 9:30am in 
person and via Zoom for a time 
of worship, singing, praying, and 
hearing God’s Word.  The Zoom 
link and bulletin information are 
emailed on Saturday morning for 
you to follow along.  Please join 
us – and invite your friends and 
family.   

*May 15 after worship: 
The Discernment Team invites the 
congregation to a very important 
Storytelling event on May 15th 
after the church 
service.  Refreshments will be 
served.  We look forward to 
hearing your ideas about how God 
is calling us in our time and place 
at KMPC!   
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 KMPC is now back to having coffee 
hour after church services on 
Sunday.  A sign-up sheet is on the 
front table in church for those who 
would love to host any Sunday. 
  Paul Mitzen will make the coffee and 

[aper products can be found in the church kitchen. 
  If you have any questions, you may call Bev 
Kaminski on 609-737-1824. 

  Thank you to all the volunteers. 

If you’d like 
to play or  
learn to play 
bells, 
contact 
Sharyn 
Danner.  
She would 
love to give 
you a hand. 

From the Pastor:  continued 
 

In this in-between time, I am here for you and ready to minister with you in all ways possible. I look forward 
to learning along with you where you have been, who you are now and where you might be heading in the 
future. I hope to share in your fellowship, to participate in your joys and sorrows, struggles and triumphs. 
Most of all, I hope to know you as sisters and brothers in Christ.  
 
As we come to know one another, some of you may wonder: Can you stay if we ask you to ?  The answer is 
an unqualified no. As an interim, I get the joy of watching as new possibilities unfold, trusting in "the Lord's 
grace to enter in and do the rest." If our time together is fruitful, I will leave you well prepared to welcome 
your next pastor who will lead you in the next "fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work."  
 
So yes, this Interim Ministry I bring to KMPC may seem to be very much a case of "unfinished business." 
But that is as it should be. For as Archbishop Romero duly notes, "the kingdom always lies beyond us!" 
 
Yours in Christ's Service, 
 

Pastor Marie Branigan  

Session April Update 
 

The session met via Zoom on Tuesday April 19th at 7PM for our regular monthly meeting. Pastor Marie 
called the meeting to order, and Roger Pickard gave the devotions and prayer. 
 

Pastor Marie has asked that each week at Sunday worship an elder will assist her by reading the morning 
announcements and scripture at the beginning of the service. We would like to also open this up to the 
Deacons and anyone else in the congregation who would like to help lead worship. Karen Shipmen has the 
sign-up list, please let her know if you would like to participate. At this point we have volunteers signed up 
through Sunday, May 29th. 
 

Now that coffee hour is back, we discussed the best location and decided that for now we should continue to 
have it downstairs in the connector until our group grows larger. Carafes of coffee will be brought downstairs 
from the kitchen. If you would be willing to host a coffee hour by bringing goodies and setting up the table, 
please contact Bev Kaminsky. Paul Mitzen has volunteered to make the coffee each week. 
 

We agreed to keep the current Covid protocols in place. Masks and social distancing are optional at this 
point. 
 

The River Churches Committee has invited us to join them for the July 4th service at Holcombe-Jamison 
Farmstead. We agreed to accept their offer to participate in the service. More information will be provided as 
we get closer to the date. 
 

All elders gave updates on their committees. 
 

Norma Zimmerman 
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We gave out 33 bags/boxes of food for Easter.  Our monthly 
numbers are rising. We are now doing 32 to 35 bags of food a 
month.  Before we were doing 15 to 20. 

Thank you to all who have been helping with donations.  We have had help from the SHRHS Key Club, 
Women's Auxiliary, West Amwell Brownie Troop and our wonderful congregation.  We also get food 
donations and I have no idea who they are from.  It is such a blessing to know that this ministry has touched so 
many hearts.  There is such a need now with inflation going up. Spread the word that donations are always 
welcome.   

Our May Giveaway will be May 28. 

Food Ministry 

Our Food Ministry now has a shopping list 
on AmazonSmile.  If you would like to order 
from Amazon and have items sent directly to 
the church, click on the button below.  We 
put ideas of items we can use but encourage 

you to shop for the best product/prices available.  We do not need 
for single large quantity items, so please check the sizes of items 
being ordered.  Please check the Wednesday announcements for 
the link or talk to Sue King for more information. 

Missions Update 
 

   Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church has traditionally maintained the belief that the church is 
commissioned to spread the Gospel around the world as Jesus directed in Matthew 28:18-20.  Our practice 
has been to support missions locally and internationally through allotments in our annual budget as well as 
through various opportunities as they present are presented. Internationally we support missions in Indonesia, 
Mexico, Thailand and worldwide through the efforts of Mission Aviation Fellowship and International 
Students, Inc. Nationally we support missions in California, Flemington and Lambertville. In addition, KMPC 
has helped meet needs of our community as they arise. 
   The Mission Committee has met several times to discuss budgetary concerns and procedural matters. It is 
open to any member who would like to assist in this important work of the church. The committee is making 
an effort to keep communication open between the church and those in the mission field. Our missionaries 
send newsletters and/or e-mails about their work. The committee would like to have church members 
periodically communicate with those in the mission field through the same methods. Contact need not be 
lengthy or on a prescribed schedule. If you would like to participate in the work of the church in this manner, 
please contact a member of the committee for details. 
   Thank You, 
 
The Mission Committee 
Nancy Cronce, Mike Kurti, Linda Hults, Norma Zimmerman, Sharyn Danner 

Congratulations to new grandparents, 

Lori and Steve Wonsor on the arrival 

of their granddaughter, Madison Mae, 

born Monday, April 18 at 3:16 a.m. 

and weighing in at 7 lbs 3 oz, 19 

inches long.  Christopher, Jessica and 

Maddie are all doing well. 
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Deacon’s May 2022 Prayer List 

Please contact us to have names added or deleted at admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org 

Bob Trevithick  May 2  
Benjamin Danner  May 5  
Betsy Peterson  May 8  
Ben Friedermann  May 14  
Kristen Schwenderman  May 16 
Aniella O'Leary  May 16  
Jeanne Mundhenk  May 18  
Stefanie Hutchinson May 21 
Frederick Fulper, II  May 23  
Kathy Mundhenk  May 24  

Alyssa & Adam Swiatek    May 11 
Lauren & Steven Esock    May 21 
Ann & Jeff Donnelly       May 22 

KMPC Family 
Ashlyne – Jen B   

Bart and Norma   

Ben D. (military transfer) 

Barb K Family (grieving) 

Chuck & Jean Mundhenk 

Corliss & Family 

Danny S (non hodgkins 

lymphoma)Debi N  

Dorothy S. (healing)  

Erik Z 

Jen B  

John S. (health) 

Joyce G (looking for house) 

Karol (medical issues) Sue B. 

sister 

Scott Lanie B’s husband 

Steve &Terri F. (healing) 

Shawn and Anthony 

Caregivers  

Families suffering with addictions  

Homebound members & Shut-Ins 

Hospice Patients  

Teachers & /Students 

Assisted living/ Care 

Center 

Barry C 

Irene  K 

Phyllis P 

Millie W 

Extended KMPC Family 
Alice (healing) 

Amy F. (healing) 

Angela Bodine—cancer 

Arlene – (Karen D Neighbor) 

Bill—heart attack Kathy Lovett’s  

   brother 

Charlotte (cancer) 

Vance (liver cancer) Karen D 

Deanna (chemo) Jeanne M friend 

Denise and John (John kidney 

removed,  Denise breast cancer) 

Kathy’s cousin 

Erick F healing at home (Janice L 

friend) 

Franklin (Cancer) 

Helen B (moved to care facility) 

Dorothy  

Jackie -- Betsy P Daughter 

Jen (Health Issues – Betsy P 

Karen—hip replacement  

   Bev’s sister-in-law 

Kayla—cancer, Dave C’s 

   grandaughter 

Keith P (healing) 

Linda (Cancer) 

Lisa and Eric (house flooded)  

         Lynn H 

Lolly H.(brain tumor) Debbie N 

friend 

Mark Z   

Mary (cancer)  

 Nancy F. (Health issues) Kathy’s  
   Friend 

Natalie (Steve L sister) 

Linda  (Cancer)  

Richard B. Sr. (Healing, diabetes)- 
    Dorothy   
Ron and Sandy P (healing) 
Sally B. (Jessica R Mom) Chris 
Sandra H. (healing)  

Sherri B. (healing, lupus) – 

Richard’s daughter 

Spud (fell and hurt knee) Sharon D, 

brother 

Steve (cancer) -Tracy’s friend. 

Toby & Judy N. (healing, Safety) 

Tom (Lymphoma) 

Trever D School shooting  

Families of Natural Disasters 

First Responders 

Military Men & Women and their  

   Families  

President & Congress  

Prisoners 

Refugees  

Shooting Victims 

Troubled youth  

U.S. & World Situations  

Unemployed   

mailto:deacons@kirkpartrickchurch.org

