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Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church Ringoes, New Jersey 
Pastor’s Ponderings 
January often arrives quietly. After the brightness of Christmas lights 
and the joyful rush of gatherings and celebrations, the world seems to 
slow down. The days are shorter, the nights longer, and the calendar 
feels fresh and mostly empty. For many of us, January is a month of 
reflection—looking back on where we’ve been and wondering what lies 
ahead. 
 

While our culture encourages us to begin the year with resolutions and 
self-improvement, the church offers a different starting point. We begin 
not with our plans or promises, but with God’s faithfulness. We begin 
by remembering that before we take a single step forward, God is 
already there—calling us beloved, claiming us in baptism, and walking 
with us into the unknown. 
As we move from Christmas into the season of Epiphany, we celebrate 
a profound truth: the light of Christ did not fade when the decorations 
came down. Christ continues to be revealed—in scripture, in worship, 
in acts of compassion, and in the everyday moments of our lives. God is 
still at work, often quietly, often unexpectedly, but always faithfully. 
We enter this year carrying many things. We carry joys and 
celebrations, answered prayers, and moments of deep gratitude. We 
also carry concerns—health challenges, grief, uncertainty, and 
questions about the future. Some of us begin the year with hope and 
energy; others arrive tired, cautious, or unsure. The good news is that 
God meets us in all of it. We do not need to arrive at January strong or 
certain. We only need to arrive willing—to listen, to trust, and to walk 
together. 
 

I am deeply grateful for you and for the ways you embody Christ’s 
love. Through your worship, service, generosity, and care for one 
another, you make the gospel visible. You remind me again and again 
that ministry is not something done by one person, but something we 
share together as the body of Christ. 
 

In the months ahead, I pray that we will continue to be a congregation 
rooted in grace—open to God’s leading, honest about our struggles, and 
generous in our love for neighbor. I pray that we will make space for 
listening: listening to scripture, listening to one another, and listening 
for where the Spirit may be nudging us next. And I pray that we will 
remember that even in ordinary days, God is doing extraordinary 
things. 
 

As this new year unfolds, may you know that you are not walking 
alone. Christ goes before us. The Spirit walks beside us. And we walk 
together, trusting the One who promises to be faithful in every season. 
 

With gratitude and hope, 
Pastor Barbara 

The Olive Branch is published Monthly by the Kirkpatrick Memorial Presbyterian Church, Ringoes NJ.  Deadline for article submission is the 
fourth Monday of the month prior to publication. Submit articles to Chris Kosmac by email to admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org, or in person. 

For information, call the church office at 908-782-1177. 

January Events 
1 Happy New Year! 
      Office Closed Holiday 
4    9:30am Communion 
      Annual Reports Due to Admin. 
5    6:30pm Troop 65 Cmte Mtg 
6    Epiphany 
6    6:30pm Deacons Mtg 
11 Baptism of our Lord 
12  6:30pm Scout Bd of Review 
20 6:00pm DTAA Basketball 
      7:00pm Session Meeting 
21  6:30pm Troop 61 (Verbeyst) 
24  11-12 Grocery Giveaway 
25  10:30am Cong Annual Mtg 
26  Olive Branch Deadline 
 

Weekly 
Sun 9:30am Worship  
Mon 6:30pm Troop 65 
 6:30pm Pastor Bible Study 
Tue  8:00pm AA 
Wed 7:30am Men’s Book Study 
 5:30pm DTAA Basketball 
 6:00pm Bell Rehearsal 
 7:00pm Band Rehearsal 
Thu 9:30am Ladies Bible Study 
 6:00pm DTAA Basketball 
 8:00pm AA 
Sat 4:00pm AA 
 
Staff Vacations: 
Pastor thru Jan 3 
 
View our calendar on our website 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation and 
Corporation will be held on 
Sunday, January 25th after 
worship.  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar
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December 2025 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Throughout 2025, the Presbytery of the Highlands continued its discernment process, building on our newly 
approved Vocation Statement: 

 

God calls the Presbytery of the Highlands to equip, enable, and nurture the presbytery 
community as we exemplify the love of Christ in and through creative ministries preparing 

our faith communities to embrace and engage a new season. 

 
At our May meeting, we enthusiastically adopted a vision and action plan that brings this Vocation Statement 
to life. It outlines creative and innovative ways to strengthen the ongoing ministries of the Presbytery. Now, 
together, we begin the important work of putting these ideas into practice. 
As part of the Presbytery—and supported by its dedicated staff—you are an essential partner in this shared 
ministry. We invite you to join us in this exciting chapter as we shape the future of the Presbytery and step 
faithfully into a new season of ministry. 
We encourage you to remain engaged by continuing your support through Per Capita contributions. Your 
church’s Per Capita ensures that all congregations throughout the Presbytery have the resources and support 
needed for vibrant and effective ministry. 
The Presbytery of the Highlands Per Capita for 2026 is $44 per active member, which includes: 

●      $11.26 for the General Assembly 
●      $4.25 for the Synod of the Northeast 
●      $28.49 for the Presbytery 
 

Enclosed is the notice of your church’s Per Capita apportionment for 2026, based on your reported active 
membership as of December 21, 2024. 
We are deeply grateful for congregations that are able to submit their full Per Capita contribution early in the 
year. If that is not possible, please let us know whether you plan to remit monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually. 
This greatly helps us anticipate income and plan responsibly throughout the year. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
 Jeanne Radak at jbradak@highlandspresbyterynj.org or 
 Susan Johnson, Financial Administrator, at financeadmin@highlandspresbyterynj.org. 
 
With gratitude for your faithful partnership, 
 
The Administration and Coordinating Commission 

 

 

From: Presbytery of the Highlands  

mailto:jbradak@highlandspresbyterynj.org
mailto:financeadmin@highlandspresbyterynj.org


3 

 

Our next Grocery Giveaway is January 24.  Last month we gave 
away 13 bags of groceries.   Food Ministry 

Bible Study will be held on Zoom at 6:30pm on Mondays.  

This month’s topic: Will be announced soon 

Zoom address is available on our website or you can email 

pastorbarbara@kirkpartickchurch.org for the invite link.  

 

Come join us for Sunday Worship 

If you cannot join us in person at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning in the sanctuary,  
please join us via Zoom. 
 
Topic: Sunday Worship Service 
Time:  09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/673176006 
Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 Meeting ID: 673 176 006 
 
Please share the link with friends, neighbors, relatives -- online worship can be a great outreach for us! 

29 sets of hats and gloves 
donated to the Friendship 
Center for New Beginnings  

https://kirkpatrickchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9eee4b6889cae33e81a4e060d&id=1d84f21d48&e=1ebd31d8ad
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Deacon’s January 2026 Prayer List 

Please contact us to have names added or deleted at admin@kirkpatrickchurch.org 

 

KMPC Family 

Alan (Healing) 

Angie B ( Healing) 

Chuck M. (Healing) 

Dave M 

Erik Z (God’s Guidance, Healing) 

Jack J. (Gods guidance, Healing) 

Jeanne M. (Peace and Comfort) 

Lynn H. (God’s guidance)  
Lori (Healing) 

Steve L (Healing) 

Norma C  (Healing) 

Norma Z. (Healing) 

Pat W  (Healing) 

Marilyn C (Healing) 
 

Caregivers 

Families, Homebound, Hospice  
 

 Assisted living/ Homebound 

Chuck & Jean M 

Dorothy S 

Bart and Norma 
 

 Extended KMPC Family  
Beverly Kathy L’s friend (Cancer, Healing)  
Cindy - Pat W’s niece (God’s guidance, Healing) 

Denny - Lanie’s brother in law (Healing) 

Edward G - Jan G’s son (Healing) 

Gerry - Steve L’s friend (Healing)    
John - Steve L’s friend (treatment for his blood clots) 

Karen - Sue K’s friend (Healing) 

Karol - Susan B’s sister (Gods Guidance, Healing) 

Leslie - Steve L’s friend (Healing) 

Lorraine - Kim F’s friend (Healing) 

Megan - Kathy L’s niece (Healing) 

Michelle - Mike K’s friend (Healing)  
Pam H.  - Tracy’s friend (Peace, comfort, and overall 
healing) 

Patrick - Steve L’s friend (Healing) 

Patty - Sharyn D’s friend (Healing) 

Ruth - Steve L. family (Healing) 

Sarah - Linda H’s daughter (Surgery/Healing) 

Shelly - Pat W.’s friend (Cancer, Healing) 

Stef - Lynn H.’s daughter (Peace)  
Steve F - (Parkinsons) 

Steve - Steve L’s friend(Healing) 

Sylvia - Steve ‘s sister(Healing) 

Tommy - Steve L’s friend (Healing)  
Val-  (Overall healing) 
 

 U.S. and World Situations 

Children affected by war 

Christians in Nigeria  
First Responders 

Military Men & Women and their Families 

Those affected by hurricanes; fires;  
     economic distress; illnesses; and disease 

President & Congress 

Prisoners 

Refugees 

Shooting Victims 

Students and Teachers 

Travelers 

Troubled youth 

U.S. & World Situations 

Unemployed 

Unhoused 

Victims of Violence and war 

World Peace 

Dotty Stirrup               Jan. 1 

Danielle Mundhenk  Jan. 2  

Mike Stover   Jan. 13  

Janis Little  Jan. 16 

Terry Wright   Jan. 16  

Elizabeth Kadezabek  Jan. 18  

Lynn Hutchinson  Jan. 19 

David Fulper   Jan. 20  

David Verbeyst Jan 20 

Terri Ferrell   Jan. 30  

mailto:admin@kirkpartrickchurch.org


5 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

MISSION NEWS 


