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 Christian author and pastor Chuck Swindoll tells of an experience that profoundly 

impacted him on a vacation.  He writes, “During one of our vacations with our family and our 

extended family, we rented a houseboat up at Lake Shasta.  And while we were there, a couple of 

nights we decided we would sleep on top of the houseboat.  So we dragged our sleeping bags up 

there.  I mean, it fits me, but a classy lady like Cynthia (Chuck’s wife) – it just didn’t seem to fit.  

So I reassured her we wouldn’t roll off.  And this was one place I could snore and not disturb 

anybody else.  When we put our heads back on the pillow and we looked up and all the lights 

were off, of course, and the whole place was quiet, the stars by the thousands surrounded us.  I 

mean, it was like you could reach out and touch the Milky Way.  It was there and it has been 

there all the time, those same bodies that Abram looked at in the middle of the night.  God loves 

visual aids” (From Charles R. Swindoll.  The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart.  Nashville: Word 

Publishing, 1998.  pp. 122-123). 

 Perhaps you too can relate to that image of looking up at the wide open sky and seeing 

the majestic beauty of the night sky.  This story reminded me of being up at the lake in New 

Hampshire every summer.  We do not go outside after dusk because of the mosquitos.  However, 

when I take Auggie out just before bed, I will often look up and be in awe at the sight of the stars 

and the moon and the vastness of space.   

 This morning, we go back to the beginning.  The story of creation.  When God made the 

conscious decision to create life, create all that is around us, create that which we cannot see or 

fathom.  As we reflect on the process of God in creation so long ago, we will be thinking about 

and talking about our role within God’s creation today.   
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 “So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water 

teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 

kind.  And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in 

number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth…Let the land 

produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the 

ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.’  And it was so.”  God had a purpose 

for each living thing that He created – the birds, the animals, the plants, the fish, the land.  And 

in just a few verses, God creates humans to be over the other living things – to care and to tend to 

them. 

 For me, this is a stewardship issue for humanity.  Stewardship of the earth’s resources.  

How are you a good steward of the resources around us?  How do you treat the land and its 

contents?  Where are the areas where you waste the resources?  Or abuse the land by littering or 

not caring for the good land that our God created?  I am sure that we have all seen the graphics 

of what the air quality in our state looks like before and after the pandemic began – how the 

amount of pollution in our air has dropped dramatically.  It should give us pause to think about 

how our actions contribute to good stewardship or how they do not honor the creative power of 

our God.  God saw that it was good – do we? 

 “Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’  So God created mankind in his own 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  God blessed 

them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule 
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over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground.’” 

 God created Adam and Eve and set them on earth to work together caring for the rest of 

God’s creation.  They were to support one another, grow with one another, and care for one 

another.  We know that things went south for them not too long after as they disobeyed God and 

committed original sin; however, God’s intention was that they would care for the earth and for 

one another. 

 We were created to care for one another.  We were created to work together for the good 

of all.  Unfortunately, during these days, we see how that has not happened.  We are all dismayed 

by what we see on television with the violence and looting.  However, the underlying problem is 

one we must not ignore.  Our black and brown brothers and sisters have been treated as less.  

They have been oppressed and have endured less than equal opportunities as we have.  And we, 

as white people, do not understand it.  We have not walked one step in their shoes.  Now, we 

must walk with them, we must listen to their hurt, and we must work with them to fix this. 

 This week, I learned something about a response that I was having during these times 

from a high school classmate.  She is an African American woman who has been posting on 

Facebook in order to educate and present a balanced viewpoint.  In my thinking, I would say, 

“Well, all lives matter.”  Yes, indeed, that is true.  Every life is a precious gift from our God.  

However, what I learned is that they need to know that they matter in this moment.  To them, the 

response of “all lives matter” is like when we are feeling down or wronged, and we just want 

someone to hear our complaint and affirm us.  Instead, the person to whom we cry out makes it 

all about themselves.  They turn our pain and anguish into an opportunity to share how they have 

been hurt.  That is not helpful to us, right?  That does not make us feel better – it does not make 
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us feel as if our feelings matter, as if we matter.  If this has happened to you, then you know 

exactly how that feels.  In the same way, we must stop, listen, and reflect on how we can do 

better. 

 As I see it, this is a stewardship issue.  The stewardship of our relationships.  Treating 

everyone as a child of God – beloved by God.  Standing with those brothers and sisters who are 

not like us in their time of struggle.  Doing what is right.  God saw that His creation of 

humankind was good.  If God says it is good, then it is good.  And we have to honor that and 

promote that on behalf of our God. 

 God saw that it was good.  Often.  As a matter of fact, He saw that it was good six times.  

And that it was very good one time – to put that exclamation point on His creation.  “It was 

good.  It was good.  It was good.  It was good.  It was good.  It was good.  It was very good.”  I 

have to believe that the fact that God saw that His act of creation and all of the things He created 

was good was because He wanted us to know it too – and to live like God’s creation mattered.  It 

mattered to God, and so it should matter to us. 

 You saw the beauty of creation in the slides that were shown during the prelude.  There is 

beauty in God’s created image in each one of us – black, white, brown, yellow, blue.  How do we 

affirm that all of God’s creation is good – very good?  How can we work to show others the 

value of one another?  Can we do, as Paul’s writing the Corinthian church expressed in preparing 

for worship today?  “Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live at 

peace.  And the God of love and peace will be with you.” 

 Let us each be committed to God’s good creation – to preserving the resources and caring 

for the earth.  And let us treat one another as another who has been created in God’s perfect 

image.  Let us pray… 
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Reconciling God, we thank You for Your creation – for the birds, the animals, the land, the seas.  

We thank You for all those who, like us, were made in Your image.  Lord, help us to honor and 

respect and care for all of Your creation.  Let us intentionally reach out to those of different skin 

color – to walk with them, to listen to them, to show we care.  In the name of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ we pray, Amen. 

 


