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 Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” describes two roads discovered during a 

walk in the woods.  Frost knows he can only explore one, and he tells himself that someday he 

will travel the other.  But, realistically, he knows he will never return.  And by the time we 

reach the end of the poem, we realize the poet is talking about something infinitely more 

important than a simple choice of paths.  “I shall be telling this with a sigh, somewhere ages and 

ages hence: Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by, and that has 

made all the difference.” 

 No, Frost is not talking about the choice of paths in a wood, but the choice of paths in a 

person’s life.  Choosing a road symbolizes any choice we must make between alternatives that 

appear equally attractive but lead to entirely different destinations (Robert Frost, Complete 

Poems of Robert Frost.  As in Charles R. Swindoll.  The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart.  Nashville: 

Word Publishing, 1998.  pp. 162-163).  

 Our theme for this morning is about choices.  Choosing what is a priority and what will 

rule and guide our lives.  The two Lectionary Scriptures for this morning give us some 

wonderful food for thought as we consider what God’s Word is saying in our own lives this 

morning.  First, we have the Scripture from the prophet Isaiah about the vineyard and the 

vintner.  “My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.  He dug it up and cleared it of 

stones and planted it with the choicest vines.  Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it 

yielded only bad fruit.”  When we first read this story, it may be confusing as to who Isaiah is 

talking about.  Is the vineyard owner God?  Is it the people?  Whose responsibility is the 

vineyard, and whose fault is it when the grapes are bad? 

 Finally, in verse 7, it becomes clearer.  “The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the nation 

of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in.  And he looked for justice, but 

saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.”  It is God who is the 

owner/operator of the vineyard.  Israel and Judah are the vines – they are the ones who are 

tended to and cared for by the owner and the workers.  They are the ones who are supposed to 

be producing the good fruit which can be turned into some of the best wine. 

 In verse 4, God, the vintner, asks, “What more could have been done for my vineyard 

than I have done for it?  When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?”  Israel and 

Judah are producing bad fruit.  They are being unfaithful to God’s plan and purpose.  They are 

not acting in a just fashion.  They are overlooking the important things – they are overlooking 

those who are less fortunate.  What would it take to turn the crop of bad grapes into healthy, 
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productive grapes?  What changes would the people of Israel and Judah have to make in order 

to be ripe and ready for harvest by the Master of the vineyard? 

 What about us?  If God were to survey the crop in our lives, what would He find?  Would 

God find that we are ready to be harvested for greater purpose, or would His question be just 

like that of the one He asked of the Hebrews?  “What more could have been done for my 

vineyard that I have done for it?”  What kind of yield do we produce in God’s vineyard of life?  

Are we the bad fruit?  What does God see?  It is about where we place our priorities.  It is about 

how committed we are to the things of God.  As we get ready to begin another program year at 

the church, where things start back up again after the summer break, this is a good time to think 

about it.  Where are we in our faith? 

 For it is all about faith.  That brings us to the second Scripture reading from the book of 

Hebrews.  Chapter 11 of this book is often referred to as the wall of faith, for it lists the Old 

Testament heroes who lived out their faith and did great things for the kingdom of God.  This 

section begins with thinking back to the early days of life together as a community – when they 

passed through the Red Sea; when the walls of Jericho fell, and when they were saved by Rahab 

the prostitute.  There is much that could be written about the early days – when they were trying 

to find their identity and when their faith in God was in its early stage. 

 As we come to verse 32, the writer admits that there is not enough time to talk about the 

great things done by great people, such as Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah.  These men, 

through faith in God, conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 

promised.  With God’s help, they were able to accomplish what seemed impossible.  Through 

faith, they acted justly, did what was right in the eyes of God, and God certainly blessed each of 

them for it.  It is all such a wonderful history – a great story. 

 But wait?  Were they each really the giant of faith that the writer of Hebrews makes them 

out to be?  The Rev. Dr. Janet Hunt, pastor of the First Lutheran Church in DeKalb, Illinois, 

reminds us that these people did not have it as much together as one may think.  She writes, 

“Gideon, for instance, was an altogether reluctant warrior. He was not confident in his own 

ability and he asked for proof that it was even the Lord talking to him at all (Judges 6-8).  Barak 

refused to go to battle without Deborah at his side, and while to my mind there is nothing wrong 

with that, still that must have been unusual in that time. More than that, for all of his willingness 

to put his life on the line, he was told up front that in the end the honor would go to another --- 

and in this case another woman (Judges 4).  Samson, for all of his superhuman strength, does 

not come off as all that bright and as his story comes to a close, he dies making his point. 

(Judges 16).  Jephthah, though described as a mighty warrior, essentially traded the life of his 

only child, his daughter, for a military victory (Judges 11).  David was, of course, the 'ideal 

king' for the nation of Israel, but for all of his remarkable gifts, he committed adultery and 

arranged for the death of Bathsheba's husband (2 Samuel 11:1-12:25).  Samuel, for all of his 
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faithfulness, failed to convince the people that being ruled by a king would surely be their 

downfall. (1 Samuel 8:10-22).  And as for Rahab who is mentioned even before this litany of 

other ‘heroes of the faith?’  For all the good she did, she was still remembered as a prostitute” 

(From Internet.  http://dancingwiththeword.com/about-janet-hunt/.  08/13/19).  Yikes. 

 Despite their failures and shortcomings, God used them.  These heroes of the Old 

Testament had faith, but they were human and fallible.  They sinned – some very severely – and 

did not always do what God had intended for their lives.  I would imagine if any of them were 

alive today, their dirty laundry would be plastered on social media and the news to the point 

where they might not be so comfortable with their role in working for the kingdom of God.  In 

former days, though, their faith was enough.  It allowed them to be used by God for greater 

purposes. 

 How big is your faith?  What can God do through you, in the same way He used Gideon, 

David or Rahab?  The good news, friends, for each of us is that God can work through us 

despite our sin, despite our shortcomings and failures, despite our uncertainty and anxiety, 

despite our feelings of inadequacy.  We just have to be willing to put ourselves out there for 

God to use.  We have to be willing to enter the race. 

 What race are you running in life?  Is it the rat race, where every minute of every day is 

filled with stuff to do – work that never seems to get done – chores and errands and household 

work.  Or are you in a race that is focused on nothing but yourself?  Or just on the wrong things 

– things that do not help but harm you?  Or are you in the race that God designed for you – 

because He cares deeply for you – because He loves you so much?  Enough to die for you. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with perseverance 

the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  For the 

joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.”   

This is the race God wants you to run.  A race that throws off everything that hinders – 

sin.  Can you commit to making discipleship a priority?  Living the kind of life that God desires 

for you.  It takes perseverance – you have to be committed to it for the long haul.  You have to 

pledge to no longer be the “some of the time” Christian, but be willing to take your faith to that 

next level.  It is not easy, but the rewards are so great. 

It means fixing your eyes on Jesus – being committed to doing what He would do.  

Looking out for others.  Sharing your faith – your faith story of the difference Christ has made 

in your life, inviting friends, neighbors to experience being part of a community like we share.  

Using your gifts and skills to serve others.  Working for the needs of those less fortunate. 

Every day, we have a choice.  We can live life in the status quo – do our own thing.  Or 

we can be serious about running the race for Jesus Christ every day, praying for opportunities to 
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share, to serve, to live out our faith.  All while looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith.  What race are you running?  Let us pray… 

Loving and merciful God, we thank You for the race that You invite us to be a part of.  We 

thank You that we can come to You, fix our eyes on Jesus, and live in perseverance and joy, the 

way that Jesus did.  But that is so difficult, Lord.  It is so tough to choose each day to serve 

You, to follow You, to love You – and You alone.  Help us, we pray, to run the race You desire 

– to fix our eyes on Christ – and to grow in our faith.  We ask this in the name of the pioneer 

and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

 


