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 Peter said, “We are witnesses of this.”  We are witnesses of this.  Peter seemed 

somewhat shocked that the Israelites were so astonished after he healed the crippled 

beggar in the verses prior to our text for this morning.  Do you not you get it? He seems 

to say to them.  This is happening because of what has already happened.  You were 

there.  You know what I am doing and for Whom I am doing it.  It all began with a 

promise - a covenant made with our forefather, Abraham.  The Israelites, to whom Peter 

was speaking, knew their history and their story.  The crowd knew of the desert times, the 

times of faithlessness and faithfulness.  Word of this Jesus of Nazareth had gotten around 

to all of them.  Some of them, even, had seen His works and His miracles while He 

walked the earth.  News spread quickly of His arrest, His condemnation, His death on the 

cross.  Oh, how they were aware of the fact that Barabbas, that criminal, was released and 

Jesus was rejected.  Perhaps even some of those who were there had shouted “Crucify 

Him!” when asked by Pilate what to do with Jesus. 

 However, that was not the end of the story.  Although they killed the Author of 

life, God raised Him from the dead.  This is what they witnessed.  After also witnessing 

the crippled man stand up and walk, Peter tells the crowd that it was faith that caused him 

to walk again.  It was a belief and an encounter with Christ Jesus that gave him the 

perfect health in front of all of them.  They could not deny the power or the authority 

given to Peter by God Himself because they witnessed it right before their eyes. 

 Being a witness is an important function.  Think of a courtroom, where witnesses 

are called to testify, and they have to answer questions and provide information.  Their 
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information and the answers to those questions could be the difference between a guilty 

and a not guilty verdict.  Peter takes very seriously the assertion that they are all 

witnesses of the Risen Christ and His power.  No doubt, Peter remembers right after 

Jesus had risen from the dead.  Their Savior, the Risen Jesus, stood among them and told 

them, “Peace be with you.”  He then went on to tell them, “This is what I told you while I 

was still with you.  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms…This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 

things” (Luke 24:44, 46-48). 

 And so, being a witness for Christ comes with some responsibility and 

prerequisites.  First and foremost, they must have come face to face with the Risen Lord.  

Peter did that – he was there in the upper room when Jesus first appeared to the disciples.  

It was those encounters that gave Peter the courage, the faith, the power to heal and 

perform miracles in Jesus’ name.  It was not because of Peter’s greatness or his piety or 

anything about Peter that made him a witness.  It was about his face-to-face encounter 

with Jesus Christ. 

 In case anyone was to get a little too big for their britches, Peter reminds them 

that we are all guilty of the crimes against Jesus’ - by our association.  It was the sins and 

the lack of courage on their part that put Jesus on the cross.  It is our sins too, friends.  

We put Christ on the cross.  William Willimon, a New Testament scholar, says this about 

this text.  “The cross for Luke is a scandalous sign of the rejection of God’s anointed one 

by those he came to save, a tragic human ‘no’ to that God has overcome in the powerful 



 3 

‘yes’ of the resurrection” (William Willimon.  Acts.  Interpretation.  Louisville: John 

Knox Press, 1988.   p. 47).  Even though humanity has put Him there, Peter continues to 

refers to them as fellow Israelites in verse 17 (the Greek word is actually “brothers”).  We 

are still fellow believers, brothers and sisters - we are still children of God.  Our face-to-

face relationship with Jesus Christ as we have heard about Him and received Him, plus 

what we know from reading in the Scriptures makes us witnesses for Him. 

 Although we can say we know Christ and we can say that we have felt His 

presence and His power working in our lives - we may even be able to say that He spoke 

to us and called us to be His disciples too, the fact is that none of us have ever seen Him 

in the flesh.  Most of us have never heard His still small voice speaking to us.  So how 

can we be witnesses for Him?  How can we say we are witnesses?  Peter sums it up in 

verse 16.  It comes down to faith.  Faith makes us strong.  Faith gives us (spiritual) health 

in the presence of others.  It all comes down to faith, friends.  Peter had to have faith that 

God would give him the power and the strength to heal and to preach and to proclaim the 

Word of God to others.  The rest of the disciples had to have faith that everything Jesus 

was saying was true.  In order to fulfill the Great Commission, they needed faith.   

 And we do today as well.  Friends, if you are going to share your faith with 

someone, it is only by faith that you are given the right moment to speak, the right words 

to say, and the right response by that person to whom you are sharing.  If you have ever 

been a witness for the Lord to others, you know how scary it can be sometimes.   

 The last requirement to be a witness of Christ is to have a story to share.  Peter 

here is sharing his story of all that he has seen and heard about Jesus Christ.  If anyone 

has a story to tell, it is Peter.  Peter was called by Jesus from the boat where he left his 
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lucrative fishing business.  Peter followed around Jesus and the other eleven disciples for 

three years, learning from Jesus and trying to emulate that type of life.  He witnessed the 

transfiguration, where Elijah and Moses appeared with Jesus in the bright light.  He had 

so many positive things to share.  However, as we know, Peter also had his “open mouth, 

insert foot” moments.  The fighting between the disciples of who was the greatest, the 

denial of Christ not once, not twice, but three times.  His story was not a perfect one.  

Yet, Peter followed God where He led Peter. 

 Friends, we too are not expected to have the most eloquent and exciting stories of 

faith to share with others.  However, I have heard your stories of faith as you have shared 

them with me.  They are powerful and faithful.  We do not have to have all of the “God 

talk” mastered.  Our testimony, our witness just has to come from the heart.  We must 

just share, as witnesses, what God is doing in our lives - how we see God at work in this 

church - how we strive to be faithful to follow wherever God calls us.  Will you be a 

witness?  Will you testify to the Living and Risen Lord, Jesus Christ and how He is 

working in and around you?   

Faithful and loving God, we give You thanks that we have experienced Christ in our lives 

and we indeed are witnesses.  That comes with great responsibility, and so we pray that 

we might tell of how You have changed our lives – how our faith has sustained and 

nurtured us.  Give us courage – and strength – to share the Good News.  Through Christ 

we pray, Amen. 


